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| : Problematising the Compatibility of Islam and Democracy through
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2: The Urgency of Changing the Arab World: The Case of Adonis,
Mohammed Abed Al-Jabry, and Mohammed Arkoun (Atef Alshaer)
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Preface

I spoke boldly. I said that as a challenger in this the Master’s last game
he was fighting in single combat, and he was also fighting a larger battle.
He was the representative of a new day. He was being carried on by the
currents of history. . . . It was not likely that problems of succession would
arise immediately if Otake were to win. but the retirement match meant
the end of an age and the bridge to a new age. There would be new vitality
in the world of Go. To forfeit the match would be to interrupt the flow of
history. The responsibility was a heavy one.

—Yasunari Kawabata. The Master of Go

The present book grew out of a workshop held at the Institute for Advanced
Studies on Asia, the University of Tokyo. in November 20135. Its theme was
the overlap and interconnections between the two seemingly distinct catego-
ries of ‘wlama’ and Islamists that then led to the organisers questioning the
allegedly mutually exclusive nature of the binary of modernity and tradition.
Another subsequent workshop in July 2017 at the Institute for Advanced
Studies on Asia witnessed our first attempt at establishing a springboard
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